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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To provide the fingerprint input device by 
which a fingerprint image whose contrast and distortion 
are high and small, respectively, and also, the degree 
of freedom of arrangement of an illuminator and an image 
receiving device is high. 

CONSTITUTION: This device id provided with a prism 2 
provided with the boundary between the prism and air as 
the detection surface 3. a light source 6 and a 
projecting lens group 7 being an illuminator for 
allowing an illuminating light to be made incident on 
the detection sur^ce at an angle being smaller than a 
critical angle p to a normal of the detection surface 3 
from the inside of the prism 2, and an image forming 
lens group 8 and an image receiving element 9 being an 
image receiving device which are provided in a position 
for photodetecting only a light beam returned into the 
prism 2 at a larger angle than the critical angle p to the 
normal of the detection surface in each point of the 
detection surface 3. and reads a pattern of a fingertip 
allowed to adhere closely to the detection surfaoe 3, as 
an image. 
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